Cumberlege Response from: Congregat ion of the Daughters of the Cross of Liege

29 Tite Street

Chelsea

SW3 4JX
Congregational Leader: Sister VeronicaHagen
Congregational CPC Sister Annette C lemence

The Daughters of the Cross have apresence in six of the RC Diocese in England. Our
interaction relating to COPCA with in the various dioceseis variable. We tend to rece ive
our information through COP CA / COR.

1. Wefeel the Church isasafer p lace to be than Pre—Nolan. Our communities
are more aware and better informed. Thisisalso true of the wider Church
Communitieswe are involved in.

More joined up thinking isrequired. As religious comm unity employing
involving over 1000 staff and vo lunteers, we have our own Register ed Bodies.
The whole COR/COPCA processwass 0 slow in being able to cope with the
volume of CRB’s we would have had serious trouble with CSCI and LA

requi rements if w e had not est ablished our ow n routes for o btaining CRB
checks. We would not have been able to keep our establishments staffed and
supported. Over half of our comm unities and employees are on sites were
there are vulnerabl e children and adults.

Our Members, employees and volunteersarea | CRB Checked, the turn
around is now much quicker. However there isno link of our information i nto
the COR /COPCA database. Likew ise thisistrue of oth er information held.

Our voluntary Aided establishments are checked under their Education
Authority, creat ing another weakness for a One Church — One Response
approach .

We would not welcome afurther addit ional expense and loss of staff ho urs
needed to recheck everyoneto faci litating mer ging our records with the ma in
group, although we agr ee that merg ing records | ike our would g ive amore
complete picture.

2. One concern, isthat the Priest (or Religious) now appear to be guilty until
proved innocent, rather than innocent until proved gu ilty. We are not tal king
about unquestionable evidence. ( This can be said of some other profes sionas



aswell) Thewhole processis so time consuming, the mud sticks, thisis
especi ally sad if the person isinnocent, a s opposed to those whose case may
be dropped purely on technicality.

Very Historical Cases can present particular difficulties. COPCA dueto the
enormity of its task, isonly equipping itself to deal with such cases.

For us there was the experience of to us major confusio n between how a
Diocesan Ser vices appointed staff - member - who had n o understanding of
thelimits of their role which was outside of the COPCA network. Asa
result we were mislead and investigating and reporting channelswere
total ly confused.

We think that COPCA have to comme nded for:

- The amount of work covered in producing comprehensive guide lines,
policies and procedures.

- Fortryingtof it in the needs of Rel igious Ordersinto what was clearly
designed for diocesan needs and remains so.

- For widening their remit to cover vulnerable adults.

However we are left asking, “Can one solution real ly fit all situationsin such
acomplex organ isation as the Church?

Thetraining sessions run by COPCA / COR w hich | attended were excel lent
| have no knowledge of future training plans.

As aReligious Congregation we have indicated which commission for
Religious Congregations we wish to be part of and we hope when these are up
and running we w ill feel more supp orted.

Sister VeronicaHagen
Sister Annette Clemence
On behalf of the Daughters of the Crossof Lieg €
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