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September 29, 2006

To Whom it May Concern

Many thanks for the opportunity to suggest areas of review to the Cumberlege Committee.

There are three areas in my view in which | feel the review could focus and examine
carefully:
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The central office of COPCA should be scaled down. Now the policies have been
refined and circulated may | suggest that we have a COPCA with potential to advise,
inspect and arrange conferences in support of the diocesan/order child protection
operations. CRB checks could very easily be done directly from the Diocese and
Orders.

What happens to people, especially priests, on administrative leave needs a
thorough examination. As was said at the recent National Conference of Priests
meeting, there is injustice being perpetrated especially regarding historical material.
To illustrate this | have a priest in limbo on administrative leave now for 18 months
while the police take a leisurely look at a wider scene!

Diocesan/Order operations are now up and running and need a supportive COPCA,
not one that means a long hard groan every time vast and expensive documents
land on desks.

I would hope that the above three points could be scrutinized during the course of the
review.

Thank you for all you are doing and for the chance to make such proposals.

With every good wish and blessing

Christopher Budd
Bishop of Plymouth
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